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PURPOSE:  

To advise the importing community of the implementation of new procedures and inspection hours relating to agricultural commodities requiring State inspection at the Otay Mesa Commercial Facility.

The affected commodities include large fresh tomatoes and dry onions.

These new procedures will become effective March 1, 2008.



PROCEDURES:

Beginning March 1, 2008, commercial shipments of produce requiring a State agriculture inspection must be inside the Otay Mesa Commercial Facility and parked at the dock prior to 1800 hours, Monday through Friday, in order to receive a State inspection and clearance at the cargo facility.  
Shipments arriving Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays must be inside the cargo facility and parked at the dock prior to 1400 hours in order to receive a State inspection and clearance at the cargo facility.  

Shipments of State regulated produce entering the cargo facility after the hours noted above will be conditionally released and required to undergo inspection and subsequent clearance at the destination warehouse.  The produce may not be released by the importer into the commerce of the United States until the State of California completes its inspection.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter, and for communicating the new requirements to your clients and industry stakeholders.  Should you have any questions regarding the contents of this PIN, please contact CBP Agriculture Specialist Aaron Burkey at (619) 671-8183 or California State Agriculture Supervisor John Galvan at (619)-661-6355.
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